
GLANFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

MINUTES FOR MEETING held on March 5, 2014

Present: Louie  Scigliano,  Nancy  Wong,  Liz  Forster,  Russ  Forster,
Cheryl Bowes, Bonnie McCallum, Audrey Smith, Joanne
Buxton, Shandra Clifford, Camilla Birtwistle.

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order by Bonnie McCallum at 7:05 p.m.

Admin report: Louie Scigliano –
Fabulous job at the Cabaret and Patisserie evening last night!  A wonderful,
casual event where fine arts are on display.  A big thank you to the GMPA
for all of the volunteers that came out in full force to support this amazing
event!
GMS report cards will be coming home this Friday, just before the
commencement of Spring Break.  Assessment practices are happening every
day at our school and we are currently exploring new ways for students to be
actively involved in “showing what they know” via e-portfolios.  Parents
requesting parent teacher conferences can do so Monday, March 31st when
we have an 11:56 AM early dismissal to allow for conference time.
Secondary school visitors from Spectrum, Reynolds, Lambrick Park, and
Mt. Doug have met with our grade 8 students regarding course selection.
GVSD is holding a “mini-trades” set of workshops for interested grade 8s.
 Students have been encouraged to apply for this three day event being held
at Vic High in the Spring.
Transfer process is now closed.  GMS will be welcoming approximately 130
students into grade 6 this September.
Mrs. Battie, Mr. Seaberg, and Mr. Scigliano attended a Ministry of
Education “ERASE” workshop centered around safe school environments.
A recommendation made by Safer School Together is that parents not allow
their children to use these social networking sites; Ask.fm, Snap Chat and
Whisper.  Staff engaged in a discussion with respect to safe school
environments and school climate at today’s staff meeting.
Volleyball season (competitive and recreational) has come to an end.  Great
student participation!  Friday Floor Hockey has been FUN!  After Spring
Break, we will be offering Field Hockey as well as Rugby.
We have an opportunity to move back to the Entertainment Book sale in
September.  Are the PAC supportive of this?  The PAC is supportive of this.



Approval of Minutes of Meeting held February 4, 2014:
By email on February 16, 2014, Joanne Buxton motioned to approve the minutes
from the meeting on February 4, 2014.  Alison Carretero seconded.  MOTION
PASSED.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Committee Reports -

Treasurer’s Report – Jesse Johnson-not present
As of Dec. 31 there was $8533.31 in the Gaming Account and $17025.92 in
the General Account.
I will have a report for Jan and Feb when I come to the meeting next time.

VCPAC – Audrey Smith-present
Awards in May-nomination process more simplified.  The required number
of support documents seems onerous for smaller PACS.  It will look more
like a questionnaire  if we get the desired changes made.  Go to the vcpac.ca
website to look at awards available to see who in our community may
receive awards.  For example, teachers, inspiration PACs, influential
community members, students, etc. who have made a difference.
Nominations for VCPAC executive?
Reynolds sent some students to the Legislature on Pink Shirt day.  One
grade 11 student, Rylan Boothman performed a speech they call “Spoken
Word”. It was an amazing speech.  He advised he was never bullied but he
had seen it and knew the negative effects and took that oportunity to speak
against it. It can be seen at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHhXdgS9UAc&feature=youtu.be.

Fundraising – Alison Carretero-not present
Launch from Studio 85
Sign up sheet will be passed around to sign up to help with chocolates
March 28 to April 15.

GMPA – Jacquie Hawey-not present
Vice-President, Liz Forster give the report:
Last night was the Glanford Music’s 8th Cabaret and Patisserie.  It was a
successful and entertaining evening.  I would like to thank all of the
volunteers for helping with setting up, running the various stations, and
clean up, but I would especially like to thank the Cabaret committee for all

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHhXdgS9UAc&feature=youtu.be


of their hard work and hours dedicated to make this special evening a
success.  The students performed wonderfully in each of their venues and
having the Choir from Northridge Elementary was a great treat.
Portland Tour is the next event on the horizon.  The students head down to
Portland on Wednesday, April 9th and return on Saturday, April 12th.   The
trip includes two performances by the Tour Band, a music clinic and a
concert, with a little shopping thrown in for fun.
The GMPA has one final fundraiser coming up towards the end of April.
We are working with the Canadian Diabetes Clothesline with their “Help
Fill A Bag” fundraiser.  For each 23 pound bag of clothing, the size of a 67L
garbage bag, we will receive between $1.00 - $3.00, depending on the
number of bags received, for the music program.  The CDA truck will be at
the school on Saturday, April 26th from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. for collections.
We will be accepting donations of clothing at the school in the band room
from Monday, April 21st – Friday 25th and on Saturday in the parking lot for
2 hours.  A letter will be going home to all of the music students and a few
posters will be hung in the school.  This is a great way to start spring
cleaning!  100% of the monies raised by CDA go directly to the research and
treatment of Diabetes and to support Canadians living with diabetes or
prediabetes.

New Business:
GMPA would like to ask for financial aid from the GMS PAC to put
towards sending 18 members of our Honours Jazz band to Music Fest in
Vancouver.  This is Nationals for the bands.  Usually held in big cities, like
Ontario, but this year in Richmond.  Last year they received an invitation to
this year's nationals to play.  GMPA would like to ask for some money to
put towards cost of the trip to alleviate the cost for the families.  GMPA will
also review their budget to see how much to put towards event.

o Ferry costs, 7 a.m. ferry there, 5 p.m. ferry back.  No overnight costs.
=18x20=$360.00

o Transportation from Tsawassen Ferry Terminal to venue and then
back again is $336.00

o Families will be paying $75 per student for registration fee ($1,350)

Audrey Smith makes a motion for the PAC to pay $50 for each member of the
Honour Jazz Band to go to Music Fest happening in May.  Bonnie McCallum
seconded.  One abstained.  MOTION PASSED.

A parent brought up the fact the mini-ex of building models required
families to put money towards the models in order to take part in that mini-



ex.  Had thought the philosophy is that families didn’t need to worry about
putting extra money towards any of the mini ex’s.  That there child could
sign up for any mini-ex and not worry about having to pay money.
Each mini-ex organizer is allowed to be reimbursed up to $150.  Mini ex
should be fully financial covered.  Mr. Scigliano will remind teachers to do
mini ex’s that won’t cost money to the kids.  Preserve original philosophy
that mini ex’s are free.
Brief discussions have started on thinking about fundraising and spending
money towards big ticket items.  Suggestions are:  ipad mini cart, around
$15,000., Playground and installation around $80,000.  There are grants
available for this.  Can start up a committee.  Can partner up with Saanich.

Teacher’s Report:  - no report

Old Business:
A parent asked about the policy on hand held devices:  GMS has a digital
citizenship policy which is better than policing them on hand held devices.
It’s  reality.   All  teachers  will  allow  them  to  use  hand  held  devices  in
classrooms for the work they are doing.  They can take pictures of notes and
of homework on whiteboard.  Cannot take pictures of people.  There is no
texting or using hand held devices while teachers are teaching.  Devices are
out of sight until teacher gives the student permission.  May resend the hand
held device policy out again.
Another parent has asked that someone like Darren Laur come in to do a
presentation again.  Mr. Scigliano said maybe in September.  Someone the
kids haven’t seen before.
Another parent advised the PAC that text bombing is happening and to make
sure to get the app on the kids phone that stops text bombing.

Announcements

Next PAC Meeting:
April 1, 2014

Adjournment – 9:10 p.m.


